
Board Meeting - January 5, 9:30 a.m.

Health & Wellness - January 7, 10 a.m.

Marathon Bridge - January 8, 1 p.m. 

Movie Review - January 9, 10 a.m. 

General Lunch Meeting - January 14, 11:30 a.m.

Book Talk - January 15, 10 a.m. 

Knitting & Needles - January 19, 10 a.m.

Tea Time - January 21, 10 a.m. 

Card Party - January 22, 11:30 a.m.

New Member Meeting - January 28, 11 a.m.

Lunch Bunch @ Ovidio’s - January 30, 11:30 a.m.

Fig Leaf Deadline - January 31

Board Meeting - February 2, 9:30 a.m.

Health & Wellness - February 4, 10 a.m.

Executive Officers 

Important Dates & Events
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setting we all enjoyed. While I’m talking about decorations—weren’t the luncheon and dinner tables absolutely

breathtaking? Many thanks to Juliette Hammel for coordinating the table decorators and the talented ladies

who so thoughtfully designed and decorated them. You made our luncheon and gala feel truly special.

Santa’s House was the most well-attended ever, and what a success it was—bringing the magic of Christmas

to children and adults alike. I deeply appreciate Irene Wiegand and Val LeMay for leading a dedicated team

who poured their hearts into creating this unforgettable experience for our community.

We also celebrated a very special milestone on our grounds: the planting of a Deodar Cedar tree in our parking

lot, just in time for the opening of Christmas Tree Lane. What a lovely addition this will be for years to come;

a symbol of growth, tradition, and community spirit.

And finally, our Angel Tree continues to remind us of the heart and purpose of our club. Because of your

generosity, kindness, and compassion, we were able to bring joy and comfort to those in our community who

need it most.

We closed the year with a delightful Christmas Gala, and I can’t think of a better way to celebrate all we’ve

achieved and the bright possibilities ahead, than by sharing good food, warm fellowship, and creating

memories together. A heartfelt thank-you goes to the wonderful women who prepared our dinner and led the

kitchen team. Allison Alexander and Lynn Baldwin, your culinary skills, planning, and countless hours of

preparation made the evening possible, and we are so very grateful.

Thank you, dear friends, for your kind spirit, your willingness to serve, and the love you bring to everything

we do. What a beautiful way to end the year—and what inspiration as we step into a new one together.

Warmly,

Desiree Frey Ward

President, Fig Garden Woman’s Club

Dear Members, 

December at Fig Garden Woman’s Club was nothing short of magical, filled

with joy, community, and holiday spirit. 

The stunning transformation of our clubhouse for the month of December

deserves special acknowledgement. It did not happen by chance. It was the

result of one woman’s vision, creativity, and unwavering dedication. 

Val LeMay, worked tirelessly for days to create the spectacular holiday 
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President's Message
Desiree Ward
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- continued -

Fig Garden Woman’s Club
Board Meeting Minutes
December 1, 2025

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Desiree Ward at 9:31 a.m. There was a quorum

present.

First Vice President: First Vice President Debbie Reuland thanked Member Linda Gandolfo for helping

her provide the snacks for today’s morning meeting.

Approval of the Minutes: Recording Secretary Charlotte Zylka Singer informed those present that the

November 3, 2025 board meeting minutes were disseminated by President Desiree Ward to the Board of

Trustees via email. There were no additions or corrections. Member Suzy Wren made a motion to approve

the minutes as written which was seconded by Member Tamara Hargrave. The motion was voted on, and

the minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Susan Simpson reported that the club’s B of A checking account, as of

November 30, 2025, had a balance of $60,526.56 and the investment accounts had a balance of $153,135.31

for a total of $213,661.87. Income for the month of November was $35,426.49 and expenses were

$10,058.87 for a net balance of $25,367.62. Susan further reported that the current income from the

Christmas Gala was $5,050.

Corresponding Secretary: Corresponding Secretary Secretary Tamara Hargrave informed those in

attendance that the Club had received eight donation requests and two thank you notes. One thank you

was from Mary Vaughan’s sister Cathy Gorham thanking the club for lunch at the November General

Luncheon Meeting and the other was from Elizabeth Laval of the Fresno Historical Society thanking the

club for renewing its membership. 

President’s Report: President Desiree Ward said that November had been a busy month. Trash to Treasure

had been a big success, the club helped the Fresno Mission meet its goal of giving away over 4,500 warm

coats, the Harvest Cocktail Party was lovely, Nonnie’s House Shopping Day was well attended, and

Knitting and Needles’ ornament making class was a big hit. The activities to be held in December will be

magical and a mix of both social and service. There will be a lot to celebrate.

STANDING COMMITTEES:

Contributions: Chair Annie Anderson reported that the committee’s second meeting will be on December

4, 2025. Annie will be in contact with past recipients. Annie also said that an E-Blast had been sent to the

membership with an attached PDF which can be forwarded to local nonprofits. The deadline for the

applications to be received is February 15, 2026.
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Membership: President Desiree Ward reported for Third Vice President Suzanne Crosina-Sahm and said

that the Harvest Cocktail Party put on by the new members was awesome. Should members need a new

name tag, contact Suzanne today because she is placing an order.

Program: Second Vice President Suzy Wren announced that the program for the December luncheon

meeting will be an entertaining surprise.

Grounds: Member Irene Wiegand reported for Chair Dolores O’Neal. Irene said that she and Dolores met

with landscaper Jeff Noble who has previously done work for the club. Jeff’s bid was $6,500 to plant the

new deodar cedar tree, fix the drip in the front, and add ground cover, drift roses, and a sycamore tree in

the front. The bid for the patio was $4,600 to grind out the stumps and plant Carolina cherry trees and a

sycamore tree along with drift roses, ferns, and camellias. Repairing the fence on the northside would

cost $800. Should the club opt to do the work at one time, there would be a $1,000 discount; and the total

cost would be $11,000. Work would not include addressing the two small urns by the front door. Much

discussion ensued with Treasurer Susan Simpson commenting that the project was not in the budget but

that there are funds of $46,430.18 available in the Building Maintenance Fund. Member Tamara

Hargrave suggested that the club name the patio garden in honor of Member Mary Vaughan and use

some of the proceeds from her family’s donation to refurbish the area. Member Vanda McArthur made a

motion to do the whole landscape project which, after more discussion, she later retracted. Chair of

Preservation and Planning Martha Stewart said her committee which is meeting after today’s board

meeting is getting costs together to make needed improvements to the clubhouse. Those numbers were

not available for today’s board meeting. After more discussion, Member Irene Wiegand made a motion to

spend $6,572 from the Building Maintenance Fund on the front to plant and provide water for the deodar

cedar and plant a sycamore and drift roses which was seconded by Member Barb Moen. President

Desiree Ward asked if there was any more discussion, and there was none. The motion was voted on and

passed without opposition. Member Lillian Weiland then made a motion to name the patio garden

“Mary’s Garden” after Member Mary Vaughan, and the motion was seconded by Member Debbie Reuland.  

The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.

WAYS AND MEANS:

Santa’s House: Co-Chair Irene Wiegand informed those present that Christmas Indoor Decor Chair

Valerie LeMay is still decorating and her committee would finish up this Thursday. Eighty children

tickets and about 100 adult tickets have been sold. The event will be held this Saturday, December 6, from

10 a.m. to noon. Member Lillian Weiland said that she had received an anonymous donation to pay for

20 children and 10 adults and see her if you know someone who would like to attend the event.  

Christmas Gala: Member Karen Tozlian reported that 109 tickets have been sold leaving 21 tickets

available for friends and family members. Due to a cancellation, Member Juliette Hammel said one table 

 December 1, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, continued

- continued -
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will need decorating. Member Linda Gandolfo volunteered to decorate the table. The Clubhouse will be

open to decorate the tables Monday and Tuesday, December 8th and 9th, from 9:30 am to 2:30 p.m.

Member Suzanne Crosina-Sahm is collecting door prizes and is asking for donations. Co-Chair Lynn

Baldwin said that Member Karen Tozlian is making the table reservations for those decorating the

tables but that open seating is also available. 

Annual Card Party: President Desiree Ward said the event will be held January 22, 2026.

Bubbles and Bingo: President Desiree Ward announced that the event will be held February 20, 2026.

Tickets will be available in January and February. The committee will provide appetizers, desserts, and

bubbly beverages. There also will be drawings and prizes.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS:

Community Impact Committee: First Vice President Debbie Reuland for Member Holly Slater for

Chair Libby Borchardt reported that Member Holly Slater will have name tags for the Salvation Army

tree available on Thursday, December 4, 2025. Holly will also be sending out an E-Blast to the

membership about the giving tree.  

Penny Pines: Chair Barb Moen reported that a total of $409 had been collected for the period of

September 2025 through November 2025. The total included $25 which Member Mary Vaughan had

previously collected. 

SECTIONS:

Health and Wellness: President Desiree Ward reported for Chair Hope Rosky that the section will be

meeting Wednesday, December 3, 2025, at 9:15 to walk Christmas Tree Lane. After the walk, there will

be chair yoga at 10 a.m. followed by a presentation by famed professional make-up artist Sarah Hall

who will talk about skin health and make-up application. Bring your water and small weights.  

Movie Review: President Desiree Ward announced for Chair Becky Morlock that the section will be

meeting on Friday, December 12, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.

Knitting and Needles: Chair Vanda McArthur said the section will be meeting Monday, December 15,

2025. Bring your project involving needles and thread. 

Tea Time: Chair Kim Gould announced that the section will be meeting on Wednesday, December 17,

2025 for an old fashioned Christmas celebration. Bring a recipe and a favorite tea cup.

Book Talk: Chair Margaret Nordstrom reported that the section will be meeting Thursday, December

18, 2025. No book is assigned to read, but all members are welcome to come and discuss a book that

they have read.

December 1, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, continued

- continued -
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Charlotte Zylka Singer

Recording Secretary

FIG GARDEN WOMAN’S CLUB

NEW BUSINESS/30 SECOND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

President Desiree Ward asked the membership to please leave the clubhouse as you found it. To help

members know how to cover traces of clubhouse use, there are to do lists posted in the kitchen and

coffee room.

President Desiree Ward said that there will be a sip and shop event at Ammon’s on Wednesday,

December 3, 2025. Fifteen percent of all proceeds from purchases made from Ammon’s and the Wine

Bar will be donated back to the club.

Chair Martha Stewart announced that there will be a Preservation and Planning meeting after today’s

board meeting.

Member Diane Hill praised the Amenities Committee for the cards they sent her and thanked Member

Karen Tozlian for bringing her goodies.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 10:28 a.m.

Respectfully submitted on December 7, 2025

December 1, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes, continued

Social Media Report
Barb Moen, Chair

Website

November Balance: 84

December: 0

Total: 84

Facebook

November Balance: 1,435

December:+9 

Total: 1,444 Instagram

November Balance: 530

December: +10

Total: 540
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- continued -

Fig Garden Woman’s Club
General Meeting Minutes
December 10 , 2025

Welcome: President Desiree Ward welcomed the festively attired membership which she called a “sea of

red.” Desiree then placed her presidential ornament (a big bow of course) on the club’s Christmas tree.

Collect and Pledge of Allegiance: Member Debra Riley led the membership in the Collect and the Pledge of

Allegiance.

Inspiration: Member Bobbie Kirk told the membership that a simple act like a ride, smile, and an embrace

can lift someone else’s spirits. Bobbie added that kindness leads to acts of kindness by others within the

club, the neighborhood, and the community. Bobbie reminded those in attendance that by sharing kindness

we can create the spirit of Christmas all year long.

If These Walls Could Talk: Member Libby Borchardt read a Fresno Morning Republican article dated

November 22, 1928 describing FGWC’s plans to decorate several hundred deodar cedar trees and about 1,000

pines on Christmas Tree Lane. The project would require the effort of the homeowners from “the subway”

to Shaw Avenue. 

Program: Second Vice President Suzy Wren introduced Dan Pessano from Roger Rocka’s Dinner Theater.  

Cast members Jessica Martin, Kaitlyn Dean Marsh, and Teddy Maldonado sang songs from “Frozen,” “My

Fair Lady,” and “The Secret Garden.” 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Desiree Ward at 12:44 p.m.

First Vice President: First Vice President Debbie Reuland thanked Juliette Hammel and Lisa Jelinek for

arranging table assignments and all of the club members who decorated the 18 dining tables. Debbie also

said that leftover lunches were available for a special price of $10 each.  

Approval of the Minutes: Recording  Secretary Charlotte Zylka Singer informed those present that the

minutes from the November 12, 2025 general luncheon meeting had been published in the November 

Fig Leaf. There were no additions or corrections. A motion to approve the minutes as written was made by

Member Lillian Weiland and seconded by Member Suzy Wren. The motion was voted on, and the minutes

were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Susan Simpson reported that the club’s B of A checking account, as of

November 30, 2025, had a balance of $60,526.56  and the investment accounts had a balance of $153,135.31

for a total of $213,661.87. Income for November was $35,426.49 and expenses were $10,058.87 for a net

balance of $25,367.62. Susan further reported that the profit made to date by Santa’s House was $3,750

and the Christmas Gala was $5,039.59.
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December 10, 2025 General Meeting Minutes, continued

- continued -

Corresponding Secretary: Corresponding Secretary Tamara Hargrave informed the membership that the

club had received eight requests for donations and two thank you notes. The thank you notes were from

Mary Vaughan’s sister Cathy Gorham and Elizabeth Laval from the Fresno Historical Society.

President’s Report: President Desiree Ward thanked Christmas Indoor Decor Chair Valerie LeMay for

decorating the interior of the clubhouse and Christmas Outdoor Decor Chair Suzy Wren for overseeing

the decoration of the exterior. Desiree said that November had been a fabulous month with the success of

Trash to Treasure, the Community Impact Committee helping the Fresno Mission exceed its goal of

collecting 4,500 coats, new members putting on a fun Harvest Cocktail Party, two shopping days at

Ammon’s and Nonnie’s House, Knitting and Needles Christmas ornament workshop, and make up

artistry at Health and Wellness section meeting. Desiree added that December will be just as magical. She

informed the membership that the Board of Trustees had approved the expenditure of $6,500 for the

planting of a deodar cedar and a sycamore tree, more drip watering, and the planting of ground cover and

shrubs in front of the clubhouse. The Board of Trustees had also approved naming the patio garden after

Member Mary Vaughan.  

STANDING COMMITTEES

Contributions: Chair Annie Anderson asked the membership to let her know of a local nonprofit who

may be qualified and she will make contact with the organization.

WAYS AND MEANS

Santa’s House: Members Janelle Dunn and Valerie LeMay said that Co-Chair Irene Wiegand threw a

fabulous Santa party.

Annual Card Party: Co-Chair Bobbie Kirk announced that the event will be held on Thursday, January

22, 2026, at 11:30 a.m. Lunch will be served, and there will be bunko, bridge, and mahjong.

Bubbles and Bingo: Co-Chairs Hope Rosky and Joanne Bazarian reported that the event will be held on

the evening of Friday, February 20, 2026. It will be fun, and there will be food and bubbly beverages.

Christmas Gala: Member Suzanne Crosina-Sahm thanked all the members for donating door prizes for

the upcoming event.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Community Impact Committee: Chair Libby Borchardt announced that the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree

will be returning to the clubhouse this year. Gift tags with children’s names, ages, and wishes are

available at today’s meeting. There will also be name tags hanging on the tree. The deadline for the

unwrapped gifts is December 9, 2025. Libby said that the committee is also assisting the Fresno Mission

with their winter coat drive. The goal is to give out 4,500 coats of all sizes. The deadline to donate a new

or gently used coat is November 19, 2025. 
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December 10, 2025 General Meeting Minutes, continued

Penny Pines: Chair Barb Moen reported that donations for the months of September through November

totaled $409. Of that amount, $96 of it was from loose change.

Nonnie’s House: Chair Tricia Monahan-Dutra announced that the Shop & Be Merry event raised $1,000

for a nursing scholarship, and that Member LuAnn Joy had won a Brighton bracelet.

SECTIONS

Book Talk: Chair Margaret Nordstrom reported that the section will be meeting on Thursday, 

December 18, 2025, at 10 a.m. Come and talk about a book you’ve read.

Health and Wellness: Chair Hope Rosky said that the next section meeting will be on Wednesday,

January 7 and the topic will be nutrition. At the December section, make-up artist Sarah Hall and

Candace Rose spoke about facials. Member Linda Gandolfo won the complimentary facial.

Knitting and Needles: Chair Vanda McArthur reported that it was fun making Christmas ornaments at

the last section meeting. The next meeting will be Monday, December 15, 2025, at 10 a.m.

Movie Review: President Desiree Ward reported for Chair Becky Morlock and said the next review will

be Friday, December 12, 2025.  

Tea Time: Chair Kim Gould said the section will be meeting for an old fashioned Christmas tea on

Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at 10 a.m.

NEW BUSINESS / 30 SECOND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Member Kathleen Lehman said that the Clovis Community Choir will be putting on a free Christmas

concert on Sunday, December 22, 2025, at 2:30 p.m. at the Paul Shaghoian Memorial Concert Hall.

Member Hope Rosky announced that An Evening with Jeff Atmajian Fundraiser will be held on

Thursday, January 29, 2026, at Fresno City College. VIP tickets will cost $125 and general admission will

be $60.

Member Lillian Weiland said that food donations will be needed this winter at the Food Bank and Bulldog

Pantry. Call Lillian if you wish her to pick up your donations.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

Charlotte Zylka Singer

Recording Secretary

FIG GARDEN WOMAN’S CLUB
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Health & Wellness
Hope Rosky, chair

Happy New from Health & Wellness! 

Last month’s Health & Wellness speaker, Sarah Hall

from Sarah B. Beauty is offering this amazing

special to ALL FIG GARDEN WOMAN’S CLUB

MEMBERS & FRIENDS for the month of JANUARY!

It’s 20% off ANY FACIAL SERVICE & 10% will go

back to our club. Take advantage of this wonderful

opportunity! 

Here’s to your health and wellness,

Hope

Out to Lunch Bunch
Sue Stephens, chair

Start the new year on a delicious note and join your Fig Garden Woman’s

Club friends for lunch!

Our Out to Lunch Bunch has three outings scheduled so far:

January 30 at 11:30 a.m. — Ovidio’s

February 25 at 11:30 a.m. — Antonio’s at River Park

March 23 at 11:30 a.m. — Red Lobster

Have a restaurant you’d love to try? I’m always open to suggestions!

Lunch is a wonderful, relaxed way to get to know fellow members. If

you’d like to join us, please contact Sue at (559) 431-0528.

We hope to see you there!

RSVP to Sue Stephens at 431-0528. 
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Cinema Group

Please join us on Friday, January 9 at 10 am in the clubhouse library for this month's film discussion.

Film: Drop Dead Gorgeous

Year: 1999

Cast: Kirsten Dunst, Denise Richards, Ellen Barkin, Allison Janney, Kirstie Alley

Director/Writer: Michael Patrick Jann

Genre: Dark Comedy, Mockumentary, Quirky Comedy

Synopsis: A small town beauty pageant turns deadly as it becomes clear that someone will go to any 

length to win.

Please see this clever and funny film and join us to share your views and 

agree/disagree with other members.

Happy New Year! 

Becky

Becky Morlock, chair

Please join us in welcoming our January speaker,

Chief Mindy Casto of the Fresno Police

Department. 

Chief Casto has served with the Fresno Police

Department since 1992 and will share her vision

and commitment to making Fresno one of the

safest large cities in California, while leading the

Fresno Police Department to be among the finest

law enforcement agencies in the nation.

Program
Suzy Wren, Second Vice President

P L E AS E  N OT E
The phone number in our handbook for Elizabeth Rush is incorrect. 

Her number is (831) 227-4998. 
Please update your handbooks. 
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Just a friendly reminder that we will be meeting at

the clubhouse on Wednesday, January 28 at 11 a.m.

as we start dreaming up plans for the Valentine

Cocktail Party. 

After the big hit that was the Harvest Cocktail

Party, we can’t wait to see what you have in store

for Valentine’s Day!

Save the date for the Valentine Cocktail Party on

February 13 from 5–7 p.m. Bring your spouse,

significant other, or grab a friend and come enjoy

the fun!

Suzanne Crosina-Sahm, Third Vice President

Tomato Soup Starter

Penne Pasta Primavera with

Grilled Chicken

Dessert

January 
Luncheon Menu

Membership

Attention New Members

Attention Members



Our Club Website at Your Fingertips 
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To access to the Member Resources section, you must be registered on the website. 

To register, log on to our website: figgardenwomansclub.org then select: Register (in the upper righthand

corner). 

After you have completed the form, you will receive an email stating that you now have access to the 

Member Resources section. For security purposes, only FGWC members are given access to this information.

Barb Moen, Website and Social Media Chair

The most up-to-date FGWC Handbook and Events Calendar are always available on our website in the

“Member Resources” Section. Both are updated as changes occur. The section contains our handbook,

new members, the Fig Leaf, and our current calendar.

To access the Handbook log on to our website at: figgardenwomansclub.org

Then select: Member Resources

Then select: Handbook

To access the Events Calendar log on to our website at: figgardenwomansclub.org

Then select: Member Resources

Then select: Events Calendar

- continued -



Our Club Website at Your Fingertips, continued
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Please contact Barb Moen if you have any questions or need help. 559-285-2933 or bcmoen@yahoo.com

For new members who would like to add the FGWC icon on your phone or tablet for easy access, below

are step-by-step instructions on how to do so.

1.Bring up the FGWC website on your phone’s internet browser. 

2.Touch the apps icon to display the apps drawer. 

3.Long press the app icon you want to add to your home screen 

4.Drag the app to the home screen page, lifting your finger to place the app

1.Bring up the FGWC website on your phone’s or iPad’s internet browser.

2.At the bottom of the page you see a square with arrow pointing up. Click on it. 

3.Click on "Add to Home Screen".

For those of you with Apple IOS devices:  

That’s it! You’re done.  Just click on the icon whenever you want to check the webpage.

For those of you with Android devices:  

PHONE OR TABLET ACCESS

Amenities Report
for 

December2025 Activities

January 2026

Chairs: Kim Garcia & Karen Tozlian 

The following cards and goodies were delivered to members:

KIM (559) 970-1930 AND

KAREN (559) 284-5951

Sixteen Birthday Cards, four Thinking of You Cards, Two Get Well Cards, Four Phone Calls, and 17

Christmas treat bags. Also one visitation was made. 

Our dear friend, Mariann Powell, who has been a Fig Garden Woman’s Club member for 49 years,

recently moved to The Windham. Mariann’s new address is: 1100 E. Spruce #349, Fresno, CA 93720, and

her phone number is (559) 431-2799.



12  Bebe Frank
12  Diane Hill
14   Kathleen Lehman
16   Shelly Woolf
27  Bobbie Kirk
29  Lee Leone
30  Debra Riley

1   Kathie Babigian 
3   Betty Conner
3   Nancy Wood
5   Julie Keitges
5   Carol Niederfrank
5   Barbara Parnell
8   Jacqueline Curti

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
to our members 

born in January!


